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Key Changes under Full Subject-Based Banding 
(FSBB)
Supporting Every Child’s Learning Journey
• Removal of Streaming
Express, N(A) and N(T) streams have been removed. Students are 
placed in mixed form classes at lower secondary

• Customised Learning Pathways
Students take subjects at G1, G2 or G3, based on their readiness, 
strengths and interests

• Lower Secondary Curriculum
Common Curriculum (for all students): CCE, Art, Music, PE, 
Design & Technology, Food & Consumer Education
Subjects offered at G1 / G2 / G3 levels: English Language, 
Mathematics, Science, Mother Tongue Language, Humanities



Rationale of 
FSBB

Full SBB aims for students to:
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2027 onwards



Increased access to 
post secondary 

pathways
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Changes to  Post-secondary School 
Admissions 

Students who offer 4G1 subjects 
may first progress to Year 1 of the 
3-year Higher Nitec. 

Those who meet the academic 
requirements during their Year 1 
Sem 1 exams may be offered the 
option for in-flight acceleration, 
which allows  direct progression 
directly to Year 2 in the following 
semester.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
S3 need to know the pathways 
S2 need to know the various pathways available during Sec 2 streaming
Students do well in 4G1 pathways  can directly in y2
No more dpp 
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Criteria for your child to be offered subjects @ MDL*

*Supported by subject teachers’ recommendations
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Criteria for your child to be offered subjects @ MDL*

*Supported by subject teachers’ recommendations
* Humanities at MDL will only be offered at the end of the year

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pitching of the WA 1 and 2 to be right 
AA in WA1 or 2  worthwhile?
If a student got 80 and meet the criteria the school has to offer



Downward 
mapping of 
Grades

For students taking subjects at more 
demanding levels, downward grade mapping is 
used to compute the respective aggregate 
scores.



Request for Subjects to be at Low Demanding 
Level (LDL)
• For English Language, Mathematics and Science and Humanities subjects, 

students should be encouraged to offer these subjects at as high a level as 
possible instead of offering them at a less demanding level as this may 
prematurely narrow students’ post-secondary articulation options. 

• However, if students are unable to cope with the subject levels at which they 
are offering the subject(s), there is flexibility beyond S1 to offer the subject(s) at 
a less demanding level based on the school’s holistic considerations after 
considering other possible options (e.g., offering fewer elective subjects at 
upper secondary), to support the student. 

• Schools should allow students to offer these subjects at a less demanding level 
only by one subject level (i.e., ‘one level down’) at each juncture.



Request for Subjects to be at LDL
• For MTL, schools may allow students who are unable to cope with 

the subject at the current subject level to offer MTL at a less 
demanding level as long as they meet the following criteria.

Any request for a subject to be taken at LDL must be initiated by the 
parents through an official letter addressed to the school leaders.



Junctures in offering subjects at MDL in Our School

Sec 1
Start of 
the year

Sec 1 
Mid of the 
year

Sec 2 
End of the 
year

The school will not offer subjects at MDL to Secondary 3 and 4 students, 
as the preparation runway for the national examinations is too short.

Sec 1
End of 
the year



EXAMPLE: SAMUEL FROM CLASS 1 RESILIENCE
Subjects to be taken 

in Sem 1 of Sec 1
1

After PSLE
• Indicative level of most subjects at

start of Secondary 1: G2
• Scored AL5 for English at PSLE

G2
Math

G2
Science

G2 
MTL

Common Curriculum Subjects

G2 Humanities 
(Geography, History, Literature)

Accepted  the offer of 1 MDL subject
at the start of Sec 1

G3
 EL



How are the subjects at MDL determined at the start of S1?
• Applicable to English Language, Mother Tongue Language, Mathematics and

Science only
• Parents of eligible students would have received an offer based on the 

following criteria:
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Indicative Level of 
Most Subjects at

Start of S1

PSLE Standard 
grade

PSLE Foundation 
grade

Option to offer 
subject at

G2 AL 5 or better - G3

G1
AL 5 or better - G2 / G3

AL 6 AL A G2



Sec 1 Mid Year Juncture
• Showed consistently good performance

in WA 1 and WA 2 for Science together 
with positive recommendations from his 
Science teacher

• Decided to accept the offer of G3 Science 
after discussion with his parents

Subjects to be taken 
in Sem 2 of Sec 1

G2
Math

G2 
MTL

G3
English

G3
Science

Common Curriculum Subjects

G2 Humanities 
(Geography, History, Literature)

2 MDL subjects in Semester 2

EXAMPLE: SAMUEL FROM CLASS 1 RESILIENCE



Sec 1 End of Year juncture
• Showed consistently good 

performance over the year for the 
subject, History

• Decided to accept the offer of G3 
History as he shows strong interest in 
History 

Subjects to be taken
in Sec 2

G2
Math, MTL

G3
Science

G3
History

Common Curriculum Subjects

G2 Humanities
(Geography, Literature)

3 MDL subjects at the start of Sec 2

G3
EL

EXAMPLE: SAMUEL FROM CLASS 1 RESILIENCE



What are the support systems in place if my child takes
up the offer?

• Students are to continue taking subjects at MDL
until the end of Secondary 2 (‘adjustment’ period)

• Constant monitoring of students’ progress,
socio-emotional and academic needs

• Provision of necessary support to students to help
them cope, e.g. bridging lessons will be conducted
for students taking subjects at MDL
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